Dilemmas Surrounding WWII
The Rat Line Dilemma

You are an adventurous young woman and at the age of 18 decide to study at Buenos Aires University instead of going to an American college like your friends.  Living in Argentina is a major adjustment, but you eventually make a lot of friends from many different backgrounds.  Ultimately you meet a young man named Klaus and fall in love.  He has grown up in Argentina, but he is of German decent.  Your Argentinian friends are skeptical when they meet him.  You believe that they are all wrong to be suspicious of him and his family simply because they are of German heritage.  He asks you to meet him at his home one day but when you get there you find out from his mother that he is running late.  You are invited in and presented to an older gentleman who introduces himself as your boyfriend’s uncle.  He seems extremely frail and old and you engage in small talk with him to be polite.  When Klaus arrives, he calls the older gentleman grandpa.  You begin to grow suspicious…
When you question Klaus, he tells you that family titles are less stringent in Argentina.  You don’t think about the incident again until you learn in a history class that some Germans living in Argentina are criminals from WWII.  You want to question Klaus about this, but how do you bring it up?  Luckily you do not have to.  Eventually, he starts bragging about his grandfather and how he was a high ranking officer in Hitler’s army.  You are still unsure of his exact role, but the whole scenario sounds fishy to you.  You consider alerting the authorities, but you know if you do it could mean the end of your relationship with Klaus.  Also, his grandfather is a very old man and you wonder what good it would do to turn him in so many years after the war.  What do you do?
1. What are crimes against humanity?  Could there be extenuating circumstances that make crimes against humanity acceptable?

2. Would you ever keep a secret for someone you loved even if you knew what they did was wrong?

3. What should be done today if an ex-Nazi officer is captured but he is 100 years old? Should he be put on trial? Imprisoned?

4. If someone is a soldier and kills someone wrongly during a war, but was simply following orders of his/her superiors, should there be a consequence for the soldier?

Hunting Eichmann: How a Band of Survivors and a Young Spy Agency Chased Down the World's Most Notorious Nazi by Neal Bascomb
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/genocide/eichmann_01.shtml
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Adolf Eichmann was a Nazi and one of
the major organizers of the Holocaust.
After WWII, he fled to Argentina like so
many other German and Italian high
ranking officials involved in the war. A
young woman named Sylvia Hermann
became romantically involved with
Eichmann’s son in the 1960s. The son
began to brag about his father’s war
efforts, Sylvia told her father, and her
father alerted West German
authorities. This was one of the major

http://enwikipedia.org/wiki/File:gic ClUes that lead to Eichmann’s capture.
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The Police Dilemma

The year is 1941 and you are living in Nazi occupied Paris.  Despite the occupation, your parents have decided to stay in the city and life has finally calmed down and become as normal as possible for you.  Sure, there are soldiers all over the streets, rations for basic foods, and imposed curfews, but you and your family have learned to survive under these conditions.  A few other families that you know of have decided to stay too including your neighbors who have a girl about your age named Dora.  The two of you used to hang out, but you haven’t seen her in a while since her parents decided to send her to boarding school at the beginning of the school year.  
One day, you walk outside with your mom only to see Dora’s parents crying.  They tell you that Dora ran away from school.   What is even more shocking is that they haven’t informed the police and it has been three days!  This seems completely odd to you.  Sure, things are weird under occupation, but the police must know about a missing child, right?

As you continue your walk with your mom you question her about the situation.  Your mom informs you that Dora and her family are Jewish and that her parents probably sent her to Catholic boarding school to keep her hidden from the Nazis.  If they inform the police that she is missing, then the police will know that she is Jewish.  But if they don’t tell the police, she may never be found.  Later that evening, Dora’s parents come to your home to seek your family’s advice about the situation.  What should you tell them?
1. If you were Dora’s parents would you have sent her to Catholic school to hide her?

2. What are some of the negative consequences of informing the police of Dora’s disappearance?
3. Would you ever hide a fugitive from the police if you knew the person was innocent?

Dora Bruder by Patrick Modiano
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Dora Bruder was a young
Jewish girl who was being
hidden in a Catholic Boarding
School in Paris. In 1941, at
the age of 15 she decided to
run away. Her parents waited
13 days to alert the
authorities and place a
missing persons ad in the
newspaper. She did
eventually return but was
later captured by the
authorities and sent to
Auschwitz.





The Spy Dilemma

You are a young Jewish teenager named Marthe living in a town just outside of Paris, France in 1944.  Your town has been liberated from Nazi occupation and you hope that the war will soon be over.  Despite the fact that there is a war going on, your parents insisted that you have a well-rounded education.  Unfortunately, you could not go to school because it was too dangerous, so you have been homeschooled until now.   They taught you everything from math to history to foreign languages.  The last couple of years have been difficult for you because you have had to live in hiding. You have been lucky enough to have escaped occupation without harm, but two of your brothers were captured and killed.
You have the option of returning to a normal life, but you decided to join the war effort instead.  When you report for duty the first day, a woman who seems to be in charge asks you a bunch of questions.  They all seem simple enough and then she asks you if you know any languages besides French.  When you tell her German and English, she looks you up and down and stares at you for about a minute—creepy!  Then she walks into an office and you can see through a glass window that every person in charge is whispering and staring at you.

Finally they call you in.  Apparently your blue eyes, blonde hair and German fluency have caught their attention.  They want you to help by being a spy.  This is a dangerous mission for anyone but especially dangerous for someone who is Jewish.  You know the risks, but you know how helpful you could be…what do you do?

1. What does the word bravery mean to you?  Can you think of any recent examples from the news of bravery?

2. Why do you think some people choose to do dangerous things?

3. Do you think Marthe was angry about what happen to some members of her family and to other Jewish people?  How do you think this influenced her decision?

Behind Enemy Lines: The True Story of a French Jewish Spy in Nazi Germany by Marthe Cohn and Wendy Holden 

http://articles.latimes.com/2000/jul/14/local/me-52943
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Marthe Cohn was a Jewish
girl who lived just a few
miles from the German
border in France. After
her town was liberated,
she joined French forces
as a spy and secretly
entered Germany twice to
gain information for the
allied forces.





